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Shalom! Almost every 
morning I go for a two to three 
mile walk and will often take 
along one of your religious 
thoughts to contemplate; 
while walking and elsewhere, 
I am always finding money. 
This $25 gift represents $21.51 
found over a period of four 

years. I have rounded it out to 
$25. I am sure you will find 
good use for it 

Sidney Fingemood 
Ardmore, PA 

I liked the last edition of 
Voire of the Trees, as I do each 
issue. The Lorax has always 
been one of my own favorite 
pieces, and I frequently use 
it when I teach about the en
vironment. I think Shira 
Dicker's idea of adapting it 
as she did is a good one, but ... 

I am astonished that she 
has made such a blatant mis
take. First of all, Nach
manides is NOT a prophet 
from the Bible. He is a much
later commentator. Secondly 
he is NOT the son of 
"the great Maimonides." 
Maimonides lived from 1135-
1204, much of his life in 
Egypt. Nachmanides lived 
from 1194-1270, most of his 
life in Spain. One must be 
sure the facts are correct 
before one begins teaching 
to children. 

Bea Stadtler 
Beachwood, OH 

Thanks for the correction.-Ed. 

I truly appreciate Voice of 
the Trees, especially the last is
sue. I have my calendar 

marked for Tu B'Shvat. My 
early encounters with Juda
ism certainly didn't have 
any ecological sense to 
them. I grew up in 
Wynnefield in the forties 
and fifties. My folks were 
atheists, but for some rea
son, I insisted on attending 

Hebrew School. At age sev
enteen I quit, disgusted 
and overwhelmed by the 
hypocrisy I saw. So it is a 
great delight to connect 
with people like you at 
Shomrei Adamah. 

Maia Gay 
Co-Editor 

I 

Essential Living 
Moretown, Vf 

For more information about the 
Society for &sential Living's 
newsletter, write RR 1, Box 
1310, Moretown, VT, 05660 

About a month and a 
half ago, I received the issue 
of Voice of the Trees with all 
the articles in it about the 
Tu B'Shvatseder. It inspired 
me to create a Tu. B'Shvat 
seder for Har Kodesh, the 
chavurah of which I am a 
member. The seder took 
place Saturday, January 29, 
1994, and appears to have 
been a success. 

If you hadn't decided 
to devote the last issue of 
Voice of the Trees to the Tu 
B'Shvat seder, I probably 
would not have even made 
an attempt to create a 
seder on my own. 

Jack Nathanson 
Montreal 

Canada 

Ashirah wrote the letter below 
about attending one of our sum
mer wilderness trips.- Ed. 

Born in the country and 
raised with camping, hiking, 
fishing and many other na
ture-related activities, I have a 
deep love and respect for the 

out-<>f-doors. I have been on 
numerous canoe trips, both 
day-long and overnight, as 
well as tent and cabin outings. 

Recently my day-school 
class went on a week-long re
treat to the mountains of 
West ·Virginia. We traveled 
throughout the state's east 
side; staying each night at ·a 
different campground. Les
sons that I had been told be-

,;· ~~-MI•••• 
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fore finally had meaning for 
me. The importance of work
ing together, looking out for 
each other, and helping each 
other were impressed upon all 
of us every time we prepared 
a meal, hiked through rattle
snake and bear country, and 
bandaged cuts or iced bruises. 

My Jewish upbringing has 
helped me find beauty and 
meaning in nature and vice 
versa. I learn about the land or 
the animals or raising crops in 
school and then I go out into 
the fields and up the hills and 
I see the things that I learned 
about and I understand the 
reasons for the laws and cus
toms of my people. By letting 
the land go wild every seventh 
year we insure rich soil able to 
produce the massive amounts 
offood needed. Fields and gar
dens grew life for families, in a 
way, and to have one's land 
trampled by a runaway ox or, 
these days, dug up by a dog, 
could mean.big problems. So 
we have rules abOut our ani
~als and grounds. Hundreds 
oflaws like these have come to 

~ ,;. 

light for me through nature. 
Going into the tenth 

grade, I would like to share 
my thoughts and feelings 
about Judaism and nature 
with other Jewish high school 
students. I believe the Shorn
rei Adamah trip will be an ex
cellent opportunity to learn 
about planning and running 
a Jewish nature outing. I want 
to use this knowledge in work
ing with others to set up ac
tivities that take place in na
ture and teach about Judaism. 

The more I look around 
me, the more I see the need 
for Jewish nature clubs. Much 
of our religion ties in with the 
outdoors. I would like to go on 
this summer retreat and share 
my experiences, adventures 
and mishaps with other Jewish 
students. And then I would like 
those students to take their 
own hikes, canoe trips, and re
treats and find their own 
meanings, beauties, andjoys. 

Ashiiah Goldman 
Cleveland, OH 
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Welcome to our f'li'St special theme issue of Voice of the Trees! 
If you haven't already heard the roars, gurgles and chirps leaking out from 
these pages, let's just say that we are following the 
decree ofjob: 

Ask now the beasts, and they shall teach you; 
And the fowls of the air, and they shall tell you; 
Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach you; 
And the fishes of the sea shall declare to you! 

WRIIERS, 
ARIISTS, 
RABBIS, 

FOLKS 

Spring, bringing Earth Day, the Environmental 
Sabbath, and Sha\ruot-the traditional holiday to eat 
dairy foods-and being the season of rebirth and 
new life, is an appropriate time to appreciate all the 
diverse species of the Earth. Enjoy your trek 
amongst the animals. 111 

VoiCE OF THE TREEs WEL· 

COMES SUBMISSIONS OF 
HSAYS,POa.Y,ARTAND 
FICTION. SEND SUBMIS• 
SIONS w/SASE TO: 

VOICE OF THE Tms 
804( 
5500 WtsSAHICKON AVE 
PHILADElPHIA, PA, 19144 

In The Office 
• We've had terrific response to our new pro

gram of wilderness trips! The Maine excur

sion for Jewish leaders and educators, planned 

for July 3-10, is almost full. Because of the 

great response, we've added another Maine 

trip for leaders and educators. It is scheduled 

for July 17-24. The Utah trip, planned for June 

26-July 3, is rapidly filling up, but there arc 

still spaces left. Both trips will be profession

ally guided by a pair of outdoor experts and 

Jewish educators, and will consist of canoe 

travel, Jewish learning and observance, with 

some opportunities for day hiking and relax

ing, too. Call program coordinator Shai 

G1uskin at 215-844-8150 for information. 
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• Shomrei Adamah continues to grow: 
our new half-time marketing director, 

Barbara Weisman, will be promoting our 

books in jewish and independent book

stores nationwide, and will also oversee 

the business aspects of the wilderness 

program. And if you've called our office 

recently, you've certainly met our indis

pensable administrative assistant, Honey 

Vizer. Besides many other tasks, Honey, 

a 1993 graduate of The Evergreen State 

College, has been catching up with some 

two hundred lapsed members, a major

ity of whom renewed. Welcome and wel

come back! • 
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By Jonathan S. Schechter 

jonathan S. Schecter is a naturalist and 
a writer from Michigan. 

Six frail-looking, newborn calves lie mo
tionless in the shade of a weathered acacia 
tree. A few meters away, the rest of. the small 
herd· of white oryx-the rarest species of 
antelope in the world-stand vigil. Sud
denly, as if on cue for the watching biolo
gists, all the oryx calves wobble onto spin
dly legs and teeter otit into the sunshine. 

The white oryx are newly settled resi
dents of Hai-Bar Yotvata, one of the most 
unusual wildlife reserves in the world ( Hai
Baris Hebrew for "wildlife;" Yotvata is the 
closest settlement.) The 8,0QO..acre reserve, 
one kilometer west of the J ordanian bor
der and for ty kilometers north of the Red 
Sea, is the site of Israel's most ambitious 
endangered-species breeding project 

Israeli conservationists are working 
diligently to restore animals mentioned in 
the Bibie to the land of the Bible. For cen
turies, wildllfe was heedlessly slaughtered 
in the Middle East. Today~s biologists have 
been forced to search worldwide to find 
remnants of the once great desert herds. 

It took elaborate planning, coopera
tive third-parties and even clandestine in
ternational operations to rescue and bring 
the absent species home. Most ofthe Hai
Bar Yotvata animals were obtained from 
private collections and zoos throughout 
the world. Ostriches were brought from 
Ethiopia; white oryx came from the late 
Saudi King Faisal's private collection ; and 
rare roe deer were purchased from a pri
vate Dutch shooting preserve. And, in a 
dramatic, real-life "Mission Impossible," 
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Israeli wildlife biologists airlifted 
Mesopotamian fallow deer out of Iran 
even as the Shah was being ousted during 
the fundamentalist revolution there. 

The project is complex at every stage. 
To ease the wildlife's transition to Israel, 
plant life resembling the vegetation of the 
East African savannah had io be intro
duced to the area to create a natural food 
~upply. Healthy animals had to be located 
and transported to Israel. It was impor
tant to assure that the animals would ac
climatize to their new home and be able 
to reproduce in captivity. But the tough

native plant species that could serve as 
"arks" for wildlife breeding programs. One 
was located on Mt Carmel, another in the 
Upper Galilee and the third, Hai-Bar 
Yotvata, in the Arava Valley of the Negev 
Desert Before his death in 1983, over 150 
other nature reserves were created, and to
day there are 4,000 square kilometers of 
protected habitat in Israel. Hai-Bar Yotvata 
remains the jewel in the crown. 

A green oasis in the Arava, the ref
uge has large, shade-giving acacia trees, 
Arava tamarisks, date palms and .dwarf 
shrubs that thrive in the saline soil. Cur-

est ch a llenge 
has b een to 
breed animals 
able to survive 
when set free 
in the deser t. 
Freed om for 
the oryx, for ex
ample, means 
facing the rig
ors of a harsh 

Hai-Bar Yotvata is the 
r ent animal in
habitants include 
dorcas and Arava 
gazelles, Asiatic 
and Somalian 
wild asses, the 
white and scimi
tar-horned oryx, 
ibex, addax and 
ostriches. For ob
vious reasons, 
resident carni

sit~ of Israel's most 
ambitious 

endangered-species 
breeding project~ 

environment, ~ 
finding sufficient food and water, and 
eventually reproducing. And they must 
also compete for land with a sky-rocket
ing human population. 

The wildlife restoration dream is be
coming a reality largely because of the pio
neering efforts of the late General 
Avraham Yaffe, an influential Israeli con
servationist and charismatic leader who 
knew how to get things done. In 1972, Yofie 
was appointed director of the Israel Nature 
Reserves Authori ty. With a small army of 
Israeli biologists and nature enthusiasts, 
Yaffe successfully petitioned the govern
ment for three tracts of land containing 

vores of Hai-Bar Yotvata, such as caracals, 
striped hyenas and wolves, are housed in 
a special predator breeding center 
that keeps them separated from the 
herbivores. 

Israel's feathered friends have been 
included in the far-reaching conservation 
plan. In cooperation with the Canadian 
Center for Ecological Zoology- the re
search arm of the Tel Aviv Zoo--the Hai
Bar Yotvata staff hopes to save the lappet
faced vulture by protecting its habitat. 
Tl)is giant bird, perhaps the rarest Middle 
Eastern bird of all, is even more endan
gered than·the California condor. No fe-
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male lappet-faced vulture has been spot
ted since 1990. 

Although Hai-Bar Yotvata has been 
successful, the reserve's ft~:ture cannot be 
taken for granted. The peace treaty with 
Egypt had an unforeseen, negative effect 
on its operation. Prior to the treaty, Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) trained extensively 
in the Sinai Peninsula. Today, with the Sinai 
back in Egyptian control, the IDF train very 
near the wilderness areas of the Negev. 

Fortunately, Israeli government officials 
recognized the importance of protecting 
the habitat beyond the borders of the re
serve. Through enlightened inter-agency 
cooperation, IDF officers are now taught at 
a special field study school about wildlife, 
the desert environment and the conse
quences of thoughtless acts of destruction. 

Hai-Bar Yotvata officials and Israeli ac
tivists also fought a successful battle to 
keep Voice of America from building an 
immense transmitting tower in the Arava 
Valley. It would have occupied 100 square 
kilometers of prime habitat, posed a dan- · 
ger to flocks of migratory birds passing 
from Mrica to Europe, threatened wild
life release plans and displaced Israeli Air 
Force training missions to even more 
sensitive natural areas. 

Many U.S. organizations, including 
Friends of the Earth, the National 
Audubon Society, the Sierra Club and De
fenders ofWildlife, actively lobbied against 
Voice of America. Israeli wildlife experts 
even testified before the U.S. House For
eign Affairs Committee against the project 
The final battle, with implications for en
d angered species worldwide , was won 
when the Clinton administration stopped 
the project with an executive order. 
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* * * 

Visitors to Hai-Bar Yotvata gather at 
a modern information center filled with 
exhibits of native flora and fauna and 
geological and J:tistorical descriptions of 
the area. Small tour buses carry them 
along dusty interior roads. Ostriches
certainly not the world's smartest birds
often approach the vehicles, from which 
many of the. larger grazing animals can 
be easily seen. The predators can only be 
viewed through a special wire-and-glass 
enclosure that separates the wild canids 
and cats from the rest of the park. 

When nightfalls, free-roaming, indig
enous wildlife, attracted by the smells and 
sounds of the reserve, approach from 
nearby wadis. Red fox scout the terrain for 
dinner, and sometimes a patient observer 
can catch sight of the greenish reflection 
of the eyes of a prowling striped hyena. 
Even wolves, the elusive ghosts of the 
desert, have been seen in the Arava. A pack 
of over twelve wolves roams in freedom in 
the mountains north ofEilat. Several have 
been radio-<ollared to aid in tracking their 
whereabouts to gain knowledge on habi
tat requirements. (Wolves are also increas
ing in abundance on the Golan.) 

When asked abOut planned wildlife re
leases, a khaki-dad escort points to a pair 
of onagers (Asiatic wild asses) saying, "We 
let some go out there already. Foals were 
born again this spring. They are wild again." 

"Out there" means in Makhtesh 
Ramon, a 320 square kilometer primeval 
paradise of ancient volcanism and rocky 
cliffs operated by the Israel Nature, Re
serves Authority. 

Six kilometers from the refuge, deep 
within a cave of the breathtakingly beau
tiful Timna Valley, are ancient drawings 
of the white oryx antelope dating from 
1,300 B.C.E .. The guide explains, almost 
reverently, how the Hai-Bar white oryx are 
being weaned from refuge habitats in 
preparation for their release day .. 

"Soon we wiU have more than old cave 
drawings; we will have the real thing," she 
says, adding, "the oryx is what many 
scholars believe to be the 
unicorn of the Bible .. 
When you look at them 
from the side, their straight 
horns seem to merge into one, 
creating the missing unicorn .. " 

Unicorn or oryx, the animals did 
not return home easily; their story is noth
ing short of a wildlife miracle. Heavily 
hunted, the white oryx had been virtu
ally exterminated west of the Jordan River 
before World War I. In the late 1950s, wild 
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oryx herds were machine-gunned for 
sport-by oil workers on the Arabian Pen
insula and later poached by European tro
phy hunters for their homed heads. 

wounded, one ran back into Israel and 
one leaped the security fence into Jon:lan. 

Other reserve species will never roam 
· free in Israel because Hai-Bar Yotvata, like 
most progressive wildlife programs, does 
not permit the release of non-native spe
cies. When, and if, these 

So, with the flourishing of Hai-Bar 
Yotvata and other reserves, new environ
mental awareness and strict wildlife pres
ervation laws, modem Israel has been able 
to reassemble much of the wildlife men
tioned in the Bible. Biblical references to 

Due to the farsighted efforts of the Brit
ish Fauna Preservation Society, a small herd 
gathered from Oman; Kuwait, Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia was established at the London animals arc returned to 
Zoo. Most of these animals came from pri- their · native environ
vaLe collections through elaborate swaps ment.S, they may play a 
and third-party deals. The Los Angeles and , roleig. improvinginterna
Phoenix zoos soon had oryx in their col- tional relations. For ex
lections, and breeding programs began. ample, the scimitar-

In 1978, with the assistance of the U.S.- homed oryx, now finding 
based Holy Land Conservation Fund, four sanctuary in the Israeli re
pairs of white oryx from captive U.S. stock serve, may someday be re
were flown to Israel. These were remnants turned to its ancestral 
of the Middle Eastern herds. Through sue- home in Egypt. 

Sometimes a 
patient observer 
can catch sight of 

the greenish 
reflection of 
theeyesofa 

the ostrich, the wild a8s, 
the gazelle and the wildcat 
have come alive. And in 
spite of the generally dis
mal state of wildlife protec
tion elsewhere in the 
Middle East, the "ark" con
tinues to fill with endan
gered biblical beasts that 
have breeding potential. 
This time, the challenge 
will not simply be rising wa
ter. The problems are 
more complex. 

cessful breeding and nurturing on native Wildlife is flourishing 
vegetation, the herd has grown to nurn- in Israel, in large measure 
ber almost fifty .. A disastrous decline has because of the work being 
been reversed through international con- done at Hai-Bar Yotvata 
servation efforts, and a real herd now ex- and other reserves. But 

prowling striped 
hyena. 

A balance between ani
mals and their natural ~~!::-----

ists close by those ancient cave drawings.. there arc miracles occurring outside pro-
The ostrich, which acclimatized quickly tee ted areas as well. Leopard sightings are 

and reproduced successfully, is also des- more common than before, but they are 
tined for early release. Raising ostriches is still threatened by human actions. One was 
a family affair. The male sits on the egg recently shot and killed by soldiers who 
(twenty-five times the weight of a chicken "felt threatened," and another leopard was 
egg) at night; the female sits during the day. killed by a passi!}g bus as it tried to cross a 
Constant parental care has produced dra- desert road. Close to thirty leopards are 
matic results. Over fifty ostriches have been now believed to prowl the deserts, canyons, 
born on the reserve without the use of in- wadis and mountains of Israel. Many 
cubators or direct human intervention. sightings have been made at the springs 

Unfortunately, not all breeding goes of Ein Cedi above the Dead Sea and also 
smoothly and high up on the rocky cliffs of Ramon era-
even some ter. The cats add an aura of wildness to 
planned re- the landscape and provide hope for the 
leases have not release of other large . 
gone well. In mammals. 
1989, the Society 
for the Protec
tion of Nature 
in Israel re
ported that 
four onag
ers from 
the re
leased herd wan-

' dered out of the Ramon park . . 
They reached the Jordanian border 
at night and were fired upon by soldiers. 

One onager was killed, one 
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food sources must be es
tablished and maintained. And all the 
newly introduced species need to establish 
their own niches in the existing environ
ment oflsrael. Competition with humans, 
for land and resources, makes successful 
integration especially difficult. And even 
after healthy species are released to the 
wild, care has to be taken to monitor eco
logical balance and ensure wildlife does 
not pose a danger to human enclaves. 

The Bible warns that the fates of hu
man and beast are intertwined: "As one 
dieth, so dieth the other. Yea, they share 
but one breath." The preservation of 
these ancient species throughout the land 
of Israel bodes well for the future of all 
mankind.• 
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The folWwing arlides were excerpted 
and edited from chapten two and five of .bJ:= 
daism and Vrgtarianism. by &chard H. 
Schwartz (Micah PuhlicatWns, 1988. 25 5 
Humphrey St., MarlJlehead, MA. 01945). 
Professor Schwariz has written two other 
hoolcs: ludaism and Global Survival and 
Mathematics and Global SurvivaL He is 
ru~~~wmprof~orof~ 
ics at Staten Island College. 

7:sa • ar (Btl alei Chayim: 
Compassion for 

Jfnimals 

•

he jewish tradition clearly in
dicateS that we are forbidden 
to be cruel to animals and 
that we are to treat them 

with compassion. These concepts are 
summarized in the Hebrew phrase tsa ar 
ba'alei chayim, the biblical mandate to not 
cause "pain to any living creature." 

In Genesis, sea animals and birds re
ceived the same blessing as people: "Be 
fruitful and multiply" (Gen. 1:22). The 
important Hebrew term nefesh clurya (a 
"living soul") was applied in Genesis 
(1:21, 1:24) to animals as well as people. 
Although the Torah dearly indicates that 
people are to have "dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that creeps 
upon the earth" (Gen. 1:28), there was 
to be a basic relatedness, and the rights 
and privileges of animals were not to be 
neglected or overlooked. Animals are 

also God's creatures; hence they must 
be treated with compassion and justice. 

God made covenants with animals 
just as with humans: 

And God said to Noah and his 
children with him, 'I now estab
lish My covenant with you and 
your offspring to come, and with 
every living being that is with 
you-birds, cattle, and every wild 
animal as well-all that have 
come out of the ar"k. every living 
being on earth .. .' (Gen. 9:8-10) 

God is also depicted as providing each 
animal with the attributes necessary for 
survival in its environment. The camel 
has a short tail so that it won't become 
ensnared when it feeds upon thorns, 
while the ox has a long tail so that it 
can protect itself from gnats. The feel
ers of locusts are flexible so that they 
won't be blinded by their antennae 
breaking against trees. 

7omh laws involv · 
rompassion f01' ::::6s 

~ It is forbidden to cause pain to any 
animal. 

This prohibition is based on the Bib
lical statement of the angel of God to 
Balaam, "Why have you beaten your ass?" 
(Num 22:32). The verse is used in the 
Talmud as a prime source for its assertion 
that we are to treat animals humanely. 

The Code of jewish Law is more ex
plicit it is forbidden to inflict pain upon 
any living creature, and it is our duty to 
relieve the pain of any creature. "When 
you see the ass of your enemy lying un
der its burden and would refrain from 
raising it, you must nevertheless raise it 
with him." (Exod 23:5) (This command
ment has both a humane motive toward 
the animal and a charitable motive to
ward an enemy. The Talmudic rabbis 
taught that the greatest hero is a per
son who turns an enemy into a friend.) 

When horses, drawing a cart, come 
to a rough road or a steep hill, and it is 
hard for them to draw the cart without 
help, it is our duty to help them because 
of the precept not to be cruel to ani- ' 
mals, lest the owner beat them to force 
them to draw more than their strength 
permits. The Talmud states that the ob
ligation to relieve an animal from pain 
or danger supersedes rabbinic mdi
nances related to the Sabbath. 

~"Do not muzzle the ox when it treads 

~ll that Came 
out the com." (Deut 25:4) 

At the time of threshing, when the ox 
is surrounded by the food that it enjoys so 
much, it should not be prevented from 
satisfying its appetite. This prohibition 
gives the animal which helps you to take 
possession of the fruits of the earth a right 
to these fruits while it is working; no means 
may be used to prevent it from eating. 

~ "You shall not plow with an ox and an 
ass together. • (Deut 22:10) 

Such an act would cause the weaker 
animal great pain in trying to keep up with 
the stronger, and the stronger would suf
fer by being deprived of its usual routine. 

~"A person should not cat or drink be
fore first providing for his animals." 

This statute is based on Deuteronomy 
(11:15) : "I will also give grass in the fields 
for your cattle, and you shall eat your fill." 
God provides food for the cattle before 
people, and we are to imitate God. Accord
ing to R. Eleazer ha-Kapar, a Talmudic 
sage, no one should buy a domestic ani
mal, wild beast, or bird unless she is able 
to feed it properly. The duty to feed an 
animal first is so great that a person is le
gally authorized to interrupt the perfor
mance of a rabbinic commandment in 
order to ascertain that this has been done. 

~Animals, too, must be able to rest on 
the Sabbath day. 

The kiddush that is red ted on Sab
bath mornings includes the following · 
verse from the Ten Commandments: 

Remember the Sabbath da~ to 
keep it holy. Six days you shall 
labor and do all you work; but 
the seventh day is a sabbath of 
the Lord your God: you shall 
not do any work--you, your son 
or daughter; your male or fe
male slave, or your cattle, or the 
stranger that is within your 
settlements. (Exod. 20:8-10) 

Similar statements occur in Exodus 23:12 
and Deuteronomy 5:12-14. Based on 
these, Rashi states that animals must be 

free to roam on the Sabbath day and graze 
freely and eJ1ioy the beauties of nature. In 
a similar manner, animals are to be pro
vided for during the Sabbatical year; the 
produce that grows freely during that pe
riod is to be enjoyed by the beasts of-the 
field as well as the poor. (Lev. 25:6-7) 

~eo "No animal from the herd or from the 
flock shall be slaughtered on the same day 
with its young." 
(Lev. 22:28) 

This for-
bids a custom, 
usual in for
eign cults, of 
sacrificing an 
animal and its 
young to
gether. Mai
monides com
ments on this 
verse as fol
lows: 

It is pro
hibited ... in 
order that 
people 
should be 
restrain
ed ... from 
killing the 
two to
gether in 
such a 
manner 
that the 
young is 
slain in 
the sight 

\ 

of the mother; for the pain of ani
mals under such circumstances is 
very great. There is no difference 
in this case between the pain of 
people and the pain of other liv
ing beings, since the love and the 
tenderness of the mother for her 
young ones is not produced by rea
soning but by feeling, and this fac
ulty exists not only in people but 
in most living things . 
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Some Jewish scholars connected the above 
law to the preservation of species, rather 
than abhorrence of cruelty toward animals. 

~eo The rabbis strongly disapproved of 
hunting as a sport. 

A Jew is permitted to capture fish, 
flesh, or fowl only for purposes of human 
food or another essential human need, but 
to destroy an animal for "sport" constitutes 

wanton de
struction and 
is to be con
demned. 

~eo Shechitah 
Qewish ritual 
slaughter). 
The laws of 
shechitah pro
vide the most 
humane way 
of slaughter
ing animals. 
The knife to 
be used is 
regularly ex
amined to 
ensure that it 
is perfectly 
smooth, 
without a 
notch that 

- might tear 
the flesh. 
The arteries 
to the head 
of the animal 
are severed 
by the cut, 

thw stopping blood circulation to the 
head and making the animal oblivious 
to any pain. The slaughterer, the shochet, 
must be a pious and learned person with 
complete knowledge of the laws of 
shechitah. The shochet must recite a bless
ing prior to slaughter as a reminder to 
have reverence for the life taken. 

Perhaps the Jewish attitude towatd 
animals is best summarized by the state
ment in Proverbs 12:10, "The righteous 

person regards the life of his beast. "This 
is the human counterpoint of "The Lotti 
is good to all, and God's tender mercies 
are over all God's creatures" (J's. 145:9). 
In Judaism, she who is cruel to animals 
cannot be regarded as a righteous 
individual. 

--
~ LJewish, 

' ecological ~rgument 
for rzkgetarianism 

• 

bile there arc a variety of 
precedents in Jewish tra
dition for vegetarianism, 
the statute of bal tashchit 

offers a compelling ecological argument 
for a non-meat centered diet. The pro
hibition, which means "thou shalt not 
destroy," is based on the following To
rah statement: 

When in yourwaragainstacity 
you have to besiege it a long 
time in order to capture it, you 
must not destroy ( lo tashchit) its 
trees, wielding· the ax against 
them. You may eat of them, but 
you must not cut them down. 
Are the trees of the field hu
man beings, that you should 
besiege them? (Deut. 20:19-20) 

This prohibition against destroying 
fruit-bearing trees in time of warfare was 
extended by the Jewish sages. It is for
bidden to cut down even a barren tree 

/ 

or to waste anything if no useful pur-
pose is accomplished. The sages of the 
Talmud made a general prohibition 
against waste: "Whoever breaks vessels 
or tears garments, or destroys a build
ing, or clogs up a fountain, or destroys 
food violates the prohibition of hal 
tashchiL" (Kiddushin 32a) In summary, 
hal tashchit prohibits the destruction, 
complete or incomplete, direct or indi-

rect, of all objects of po tential benefi t 
to people. 

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch 
states that hal tashchit is the first and 
most general call of God: We are to 
"regard things as God's property and 
use them with a sense of responsibil
ity for wise human purposes. Destroy 
nothing! Waste nothing!" He states 
that destruction includes using more 
things (or things of greater value) than 
is necessary to obtain one's·aim. The 
following midrash is related to this 
concept: 

Two men entered a shop. One 
ate coarse bread and veg
etables, while the other ate fine 
bread, fat meat, and drank old 
wine. The one who ate fine 
food suffered harm, while the 
one who had coarse food es
caped harm. Observe how sim
ply animals live and how 
healthy they are as a result. 

Unfortunately, the wisdom of hal tashchit 
is seldom applied today. Our society is 
based on waste, on buying, using, and 
throwing away. 

:Jltsh-cmtered diets: wasteful and 
environmentally dttmoging 

Some facts: it takes sixteen pounds 
of grain and soybeans to produce one 
pound of beef on our plates in the 
United States. A non-vegetarian diet re
quires about 3.5 acres/person, whereas 
a total vegetarian (vegan) diet requires 
only about a fifth of an acre. The stan
dard diet of a person in the United 
States requires 4,200 gallons of water 
per day (for animals' drinking water, 
irrigation of crops, processing, washing, 
cooking, etc.) A person on a pure veg
etarian diet requires as little as 300 gal./ 
day. Finally, according to a comprehen
sive study sponsored by the U.S. Depart
ments of Interior and Commerce, the 
value of raw materials consumed to pro
duce food from livestock is greater than 
the value of all oil, gas, and coal pro
duced in this country. A third of the 
value of all raw materials consumed in 
the U.S. for aU purposes is consumed 
in livestock foods. 

As these facts indicate, a vegetar
ian diet is far less wasteful than a meat
centered diet and is therefore much 
more consistent with the principle of 
hal tashchit. 

Further, modern agricultural meth-

• 

• • 
ods related to meat production are a 
prime cause of the environmental cri
ses facing the United States and much 
of the world today: the tremendous 
quantity of grains grown to feed animals 
requires extensive use of chemical fer
tilizer and pesticides, and much air and 
water pollution is caused by the produc
tion and use of these products. Various 
constituents of fertilizer, particularly 
nitrogen, are washed into surface wa
ters; high levels of nitrates in drinking 
water have caused illnesses for people 
as well as animals. The mountains of 
manure produced by cattle raised in 
feedlots wash into and pollute streams, 
rivers, and underground water sources. 
Food geographer George Borgstrom 
has estimated that Am,erican livestock 
contribute five times more organic waste 
to water pollution than do people, and 
twice as much as industry. 

When we consider all of these 
negative environmental factors, and 
then contrast them with the simplifica
tion of agricultural practices which veg
etarianism allows, it is dear that vegetar
ian and less meaHentered diets reduce 
stress on the environment. Further, land 
presently used to grow feed-crops could 
be used to raise food for hungry people 
and to lay fallow periodi~ thus en
abling it to improve its productivity. Veg
etarians, ecologists and the Torah all 
share a message: simplify our life styles, 
have regard for the Earth and all forms 
of life, and hence apply the knowledge 
that "the Earth is the Lord's." 

The graphics for this article are 
copyrighted paper-cuttings by Diane PaUey. 
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II 
Teaching 

Adapted by Hannah Ashley 
Major portions of this article are reprinted 

from the Heartland AU species Project's curricu
lum, Earth Day in Your School and Com
munity, l7J Marty Kraft, john McCleod and Chris 
Wells. This excellent curriculum can be ordered 
from Heartland l7J calfing (816) 756-5686. 

... [A)pproximately tOO representatives of 
the birds, fish, reptiles, mammals, insects 
and plants were festooned and gathered. 
To the sound of drum beat and flute mu
sic they all paraded in mutual display 
around the open field of River Park. 
... [They] glided, prowled and waddled 
side by side in wide-eyed amazement at 
one another. Then all the creatures sat 
in a large circle for The Parliament of 
~ an improvisational drama. 

'All the universe is mine,' said 
Mother Nature to open the play. ' ... The 
Milky Way as well as distant stars and gal
axies. But especially dear to me is Earth, 
the blue-green gem in space, the watery 
living planet where I take delight in all 
of you and in your spectacular diversity.' 

Then one by one the critters stood 
and named themselves. 

They told each other about 
troubled times, poisoned waters, disap
pearing forests, mass slaughters ... They 
wondered aloud whether their young 
cousins, the humans, understood how 
all the world was alive, balanced and 
beautiful, and how they were devastat
ing the entire planet. 

Meanwhile, people playing hu
mans sauntered in their midst, oblivi
ous to the creatures' plaints. Ear
phones covered their human ears. The . 
gaze of the humans' eyes was fixed on 
television or computer screens or on 
literal mirrors. Mother Nature assessed 
that they had been enchanted by their 
own image, that they had were hypno-
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tized and so wrapped up in thoughts 
of themselves that they had forgotten 
their place in the magic web of life. 

'But if we call them, all of us in _our 
different voices, pemaps we can w,aken 
them before it's too late,' suggested 
Mother Nature. 

Three times a cry went up from the 
throat of Lion, Owl and Hawk. Three 
times a call from Gull and Frog and 
Dolphin. Three times a call from 
Heron, Snake and Oak Tree, until fi
nally the humans responded. They all 
joined hands and danced to the clos
ing music offlute and drum. (from "All 
Species Day 1986," by Amy Hannon) 

This drama was the culmination of an All
Species Day event which took place in North 
Carolina in 1986. What is an All Species Day, 
you ask? The brainchild of Chris Wells 
of Sante Fe, New Mexico, All Spe
cies events are community
wide ecological celebra-
tions. They begin with 
individuals, often 
children, learn-
ing about a 
particu-
1 a r 

species of fauna or flora. Those individual 
connections, when fostered, grow into far
reaching community awareness and festivity. 

While living in South America, Chris 
studied festival development. He noticed how 
many cultures use drama, ritual and art-Car
nival in Rio, Native American tribal celebra
tions--to raise consciousness and reinforce 
values. Judaism, too, has a strong claim to pag
eantry, from dancing with the Torah on . 
Simchat Torah to dis~ses and_ clowning on 
Purim. A Jewish-flavored All-Species Parade 
is a wonderful way to celebrate Earth Day or 
the Environmental Sabbath. 

A Je...uk Au.-Sptci.u fui.Jk 
Shomrei Adamah organized an All-Spe

cies Parade for the Philadelphia kick-off of 
Earth Day in 1990. With very little money 
and materials, but lots of labor and lev 

(heart), Shomrei Ad amah orga-
nized an interfaith coali

tion ofthirty organi
zations which 

t 0-
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gether created a parade of approximately 
one thousand people. Leaders and teachers 
fro.m school supplementary programs came 
to workshops lead by Chris Wells, then car
ried their learning back to the art programs, 
dance academies and Sunday schools where 
they worked. Children of all ages created cos
tu.mes, banners, dances aryd music. All t.pe 
organizations gathered at the Zoo the morn
ing of Earth Day, and by the time the pa
rade reached the end of its two-mile route, 
70,000 people saw and heard it proclaiming 
the interdependence of all living things. 

* * * 
The whole subtext of the opening of 

Genesis invites an All Species celebration 
as a living midrash. From the exquisite de
scription of Creation to the saga of Noah, 
the first chapters of the Torah impart to us 
the sanctity of all the beings of the world. It 
is not enough to remember this whole-earth 
principle three times a year by celebrating 
the harvest holidays; understanding Genesis 
means recognizing the ongoing reverence
for-nature ethic in Judaism. An All-Species 
Parade is no more foreign to Jewish tradi
tion than a Lag b'O~er picnic. 

An All-Species Parade is not just a Jew
ish experience; it is a positive_. pro-active Jew
ish experience. Young people or those reac
tive to the tradition sometimes experience 
Judaism as a restrictive or nay-saying prac
tice, so what a wonderful surprise to discover 
that dressing up as a tiger and dancing down 
the street can be j ewish! The tradition has 

·many customs 'meant to make learning joy-
ful, such as teaching a child's f:irstaleph-bet 
by writing it in honey and then letting her 
lick the letters. Too often, we neglect these 
ebullient customs in favor of more somber 
~mes. A synagogue might choose to enact a 
riotous All-Species Purim spiel, or the reli
gious school could organize a Noah and the 
Arkettes cabaret for the week that the story 
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of the Flood is read from the Torah. 
Also, an All-Species event need not be ex

clusively Jewish in order for it to evoke joy and 
positive self-regard in Jews. An All-Species Pa
rade is a powerful way to create coalitions 
within the wider community. When Jewish 
groups take the lead in organizing a wonder
ful, inexpensive city- or town-wide event, par
ticipants feel proud of their Judaism. Hebrew 
school is not something weird that young 
people are forced to go to on Wednesday 
nights, but an exciting hub of activity which 
then becomes one spoke of a larger commu
nity wheel~ Since All-Species Day celebrates 
embracing diversity-{)[ species-it makes 
sense to organize an event which is diverse in 
its participants. Jewish groups can use the 
occasion of the Environmental Sabbath/Earth 
Day to light the spark for an interfaith Parade. 

~ h ~; ~G lA.ypor~ 
...aak *n.vt. '"" H\t. ClA.wOOtM 
A core theme in the All-Species perspec-

tive is rapport Rapport is a sympathy, a har
mony, an emotional connecti<;>n with "the 
other. w Rapport takes us out of ourselves into 
the perspective of another. It is Martin Buber's 
'1-Thou. wIn war, in racism, in violence, in our 
current relationship with the Earth and na
ture, rapport is missing. Since children seem 
to come with an innate sense of rapport-the 
simple mention of the word "tigerw has them 
on the floor roaring-a sensible place to be
gin to generate enthusiasm for an All-Species 
event is in the context of a religious school. . 

To enhance children's innate ability to 
relate to other beings and put themselves in 
imaginary situations, the tool of choice is the 
mask. (See "Kid's Corner" for directions on 
actually making a mask.) First, in setting the 
stage for choosing a creature to represent, 
instructors must he lp the children ge t into a 
non-analytical mood by telling stories or sing
ing songs that value animals. The n students 
can be taken on an imaginary j ourney to seek 
their personal animal friend, or they can 
quest through library books or Nationa l Geo
graphic. After connecting with a creature 
companion, students usually want to know 
more about their chgsen species and are mo
tivated to do outside research at the library, 
zoo, local farm or college campus. 

Armed with knowledge, an improvisa
tional "creature congress" or "council of spe
cies" can be formed to vote on hypothetical 
human propositions. Local issues may be of 
particular interest. There may be twenty "ani
mals" and three humans in the council, vot
ing on building a dam, cutting down a forest 
or erecting a new apartment complex. The 
vote comes out differently when ballots are 
cast from other species' perspectives. As the 
students become comfortable with their roles, 
they can write and perform short skits on the 
environmental problems their animals face. 

In utilizing and strengthe ning their 
natural rapport, young people have a 
chance to shift their perception and take a 
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larger view of the Earth. They begin to see 
Earth as a whole rather than as isolated 
parts. By "becoming" their animals, the stu
dents shift from a se lf-centered perspective 
to one that includes other viewpoints. 

T~e lt- Ova- &.1\h H\t. Wortd. 
The development of masks, costumes 

and skits leads smoothly into an All Species 
Parade, whjch you can take into the commu
nity surrounding your school or synagogue. 
Students may already have made signs, ban
ners; and fl,ags for their "creature con
gresses," which they can carry in the proces
sion. Music, a universallubricantfor human 
emotions, is also an integral part of any pa
rade. When music starts, it says "we're about 
to have fun." Music is a powerful educational 
tool as well: ask anyone how they learned the 
alphabet and they will sing the alphabet song. 

In preparation for a parade, each group 
of kids can write a theme song or rap to sing 

as they march. Music-makers need not be 
store-bought, particularly percussion instru
ments. Five-gallon plastic water bottles and 
large popcorn cans work as drums. Students 
can make gonzas (shakers) from soft drink or 
other containers, with a handful of unpopped 
popcorn inside. Many traditional Jewish in
struments are portable and perfect for march
ing, such as dumbek drums and recorders. 

Groups participating in the parade can 
dream up and build non-motorized floats 
representing environments: a prairie, forest 
or coral reef. Several people can use signs, 
giant puppets and costumes to make them
selves into a whole ecosystem, creating a mo
bile drama. Chris encourages wide partici
pation by making the tasks age-appropriate: 
for example, he challenges adolescents who 
might be reticent to dance in public to walk 
the parade on stilts or design a complex float 

All-Species Day is now an annual event 
in Santa Fe for which one quarter of the 

A CoMMUNITY-WIDE EcoLOGICAL CELEBRATION: 

How To Do IT IN FouR STEPS 
The National Audobon Society sponsored a nafion-~ideA/1 Species Day con

test in 1 ?93, and, based on Chris, Marty and John~ experiences, put together an 
information packet on organizing such an event. 

DEVELOP YOUR IDEA 
What are your goals? To raise aware

ness? To show your group's concern? 
What are your objectives? Number 

of students, schools and community 
groups that will participate? Format the 
event will take? Type of media cover
age you want? 

IDENTIFY POTENTIAL 
COALITION MEMBERS 

Arts organizations, schools, youth 
groups, religious organizations, a zoo, 
botanical ga rdens, nature centers, state 
conservation and natural resources 
agencies, local environmental groups, 
local chapters of Audobon, Sierra Club 
or the Nature Conservancy, media rep
resentatives, local businesses, celebri
ties, politicians and community leaders. 

HOLD AN 
O RGANIZATIONAL MElliNG 

Invite re presentatives from these 
g roups. Just pick up the phone and call! 
Also, send out a flyer describing the gen
e ral outlines of the event so that people 
have advance time to think about it. 

Sample agenda: present your gen
eral idea; brainstorm with the whole 
group; make decisions (another meet-

ing may be necessary for this); write 
out action steps. 

IMPLEMENT ACTION STEPS 
Accomplish steps through coalition 

volunteeis working in learns. Four teams 
are crucial: 

F ... ndraising 
Techniques include: letters, ct;~lls and 

visit~ soliciting donations from busi
nesses and wealthy individuals; small 
dQna tions from individuals; selling ads 
to local b usinesses for the event pro-
8ram; selling event-related or environ
mental merchandise. 

Media Relations and 
Advertising 
Build media partnerships; develop 

publicity materials; put up posters and 
distribute flyers in a timely fashion. 

Site and Logistics 
Considerations: size, location (in· 

doors or outdoors, central to community, 
handicap and public transportation ac
cessibility), toilets, first a id, e lectricity, 
food, permits, marshalls and other vol
unteers to provide assista nce to p ublic, 
during-event communications and mo
bility, signs for parking, toilets, etc. 

Programming 
Plan the event itself! 
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entire city turns out, and the plan
ning and execution of the yearly pa
rade is an educational experience 
which begins in th e schools but 
brings in whole families. The commu
nity holds creative contests for vari
ous aspects of the parade . A panel of 
judges evaluates the "floats" based on · 
ecological criteria, including: low en
ergy use, recyclability / use of recycled 
materials (junk"), economy, creativ
ity, aesthetics and educational value. 
This is an enormous co ntrast to the 
millions of dollars and tons of mate
rials and energy expended on dis
plays such as the Macy's parade in 
New York. 

In their curriculum, Chris, Marty 
and john write: "The intent of an All 
Species event is to establish within 
people a 'heart connection ' with na
ture. A heart connection, once 
formed, can motivate individuals to 
modify their actions toward the natu
ral world ... throughout their lives." 

·Teaching love and respect is a great 
challenge, and one which Judiasm as
pires to as well. 

One thousand years ago in Spain, 
Bahya ben Joseph ibn Pakuda wrote, 
in The Book ofDirection to the Duties 
of the Heart, that "meditation upon 
creation" is a Jew's obligation because: 

'Who teaches us more than the 
beasts of the earth, and makes 
us. wiser than the fowls of 
heaven?' Uob 35:11) When 
man applies his thought and un
derstanding to the secrets of wis
dom and to meditation upon its 
manifestations, his superiority 
to the beasts is shown accord
ingly. When h e does not thus ap
ply it, he b ecom es like the 
beasts, and eve n worse, as it is 
said: 'The ox knows his owne~; 

and the ass his master's crib ; But 
Israel,does not know, My people 
do not consider.' (Isa. 1:3) 

Bahya taught that when humans do 
not "consider," they become ignoble, 
because our only "superiority over 
creatures" is due to the human quali
ties of "understanding" and "recep
tiv~ness." Therefore! we must be "re
ceptive" to learning from every liv
ing creature, and "understand" the 
lessons offered to us by the "beasts 
of the earth " and the "fowls of 
heaven ." There is no way to force 
such unde rstanding- what Chris, 
Marty and J ohn call a "h eartconnec
tio n "-but we can d esig n educa
tional experiences which set th e 
stage for its discove ry. An All Species 
Parade, with its ritual, music and cos
tumes, is one such experience. II 

~ · .... 

l: 
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~Leanore K. Vizer, of Wynnewood, PA, gathered this 
"flight" information on a recent trip to Israel to plan fu
ture ceo-excursions to the Holy Land: 

Dr. Reuven \bsef, of Eilat, came to Israel expressly to es
tablish a bird refuge and sanctuary. Israel lies in a remarkable 
location: it is the migratory funnel from three continents. One 
and one-half BILLION birds migrate over it twice yearly. The 
land Reuven was given was a garbage dump, piled stories high 
with the compressed carcasses of cars and other trash, a swamp 
containing some unnamed primordial ooze, and other as
sorted horrors. Reuven welcomed the challenge gleefully. The 
cars were bulldozed under truck-loads of soil and sand, and 
tiny acacia trees were planted on top. The swamp became a 
clean and lush wetlaJld where wading birds now visit 

Dr. Yossi Leshem also made an enocmous contribu~ 
tion to the ecology as well as the national security of Israel, 
by solving a monumental problem. Israel's migratory birds 
share the flyways with the Israeli Air Focce. Forcy thousand 
birds cross the Negev each second. One pelican hitting a 
fighter plane in midair packs a wallop of focty tons. Many 
pilots were killed and millions of dollars in planes ~re 
lost in those collisions. 

The Air Force did not love the birds. 
Dr. Leshem perfected a radar system that spots the lo

cation, species, and numbers of flocks approaching from 
far away. The Air Force is then notified, and the planes 
rerouted. The resulting savings in lives, planes, and tirds 
have been enormous. And a bonanza has resulted unex
pectedly: ornithologists and other binlers can time their 
visits with peak migration activity. 

~News from the Israel Union for Environmental Defense 
(UED) Citizens' Laboratory 

With its initial task of acquiring basic analytical and sam
pling equipment complete, the· UED Citizens' Laboratory is 

' operational. One of the few public interest environmental 
laboratories in the world, the UED laboratory serves a dual 

KIDS' CORNER (Continued from page 12) 

function of providing low-cost measurements to the public 
about pollu.tion problems and supporting UED litigation and 
policy initiatives. The Laboratory has analytical capabilities 
in the areas of air, water, and noise pollution. The following 
is an excerpted list of some of its initial activities: 

Air Pollution: Measurement of particulate leyels in the 
B'nei Brak industrial area which indicated exceedence of 
national standards, as part of affidavit for Supreme Court 
petition~ Quantification of pollution levels caused by the 
Angel Bakery as part of an assessment of particulate levels 
in jerusalem's Kiryat Moshe 
neighborhood 

Water Pollution: Be
gan a comprehensive 
monitoring plan in the 
Yarkon River to identify primary 
polluters who have caused ongo
ing fish kills during the summer of 
1993. Began a major drinking water 

ing challenge. We were part of a world-wide program called 
Global Action Plan. With a workbook and a coach, we were 
guided to identify which actions we could take to make a 
real difference, and we saw real results. 

First, we measured the amount of garbage we threw 
down our chutes. Yes, we really did. We averaged 21 pounds 
per person per week, a smidge above the U.S. average. (Kitty 
litter was the big heavy.) Six months later, our average was 
10 pounds, a decrease of 52% That's garbage that's no 
longer going to landfills. 

We're recycling, we''re reusing, we're not buying as 
much. We use rags instead of paper towels, cloth napkins 
instead of paper. We carry our own bags to the grocery 
store instead of getting plastic bags every shopping trip. 
We supply community garoens with our vegetable scraps 
for compost. And we've cut back substantially on use of 
hazardous materials, shifting to Earth-friendly cleaning 

products and avoiding dry cleaning. 
We did almost as well with water. With 

assessment initiative in Ramat HaSharon -~ ~ shorter showers, fewer flushes, less waste 

fot lh• P""'""· ofm<lab, whkh "'on~ fT Q ......._ Mdmot"wa""""·w•<u<about 
tested by the Ministry of Health once every %4 ~5 gallons per week per person. 
ten years. · We've saved not only resources, 

Noise Pollution: Measurement but money. Yet, what has changed most is our lives. 
of noise levels at Tel Aviv's new 
Central Bus Station, which has 

"'IIII(" .... - """"' Nurturing the Earth has become a means of nur
turing the self. One of us has given up the take

out life and rediscovered home and the pleasure of cook
ing. We are learning to live without harming, in a less 
violent relationship with earth and life. Another of us 
now looks at a body of water and says, 'I'm made of water 

reneged on a commitment to construct acoustic dividers 
for nearby apartments. 
(from the EcoAdvocate, newsletter of the UED) 

~Last spring, a group of six people in New York City from too. I'm connected.' The Earth's well-being is our well
congregation B'naijeshrun and the Church ofSt Paul and ·being. 
St Andrew formed an EcoTeam. Laura Metzger wrote us . What began as ecological responsibility has become a 
about the experience: personal, spiritual discovery for each of us. VI-e are empow-

"From the outset, our goal was to educate ours~lves ered to make change." 
and a<:Jjust our way of living to reduce our harmful impact (For more information about EcoTeams, write Global Ae
on the earth. On our own, this would p.ave been a daunt- tion Plan, 444 Pine St., Boulde~; CO, 80302) II 

· Outline the perimeter of the mask 
neatly, generously overlapping each piece 
for strength. (Diag. 3) At this time the "pa
tient" must keep very still; no laughing! or 
moving the face for 1 0-1 5 minutes. Cover 
the entire area with three layers of the tape, 
repeating the initial pattern. (Diag. 4) Make 
the mask strong in narrow places like down 
the bridge of the nose. For most animals, 
the eyes should be circles symmetrically 
placed on the face. Don't worry about . 
snouts, horns, or ears at this time. Details 
will be added later. 

work the mask off the face. stapler or another layer of cast tape to bind 
the new parts to the mask. 

directly to this combination to get the 
proper skin color mix of the chosen spe
cies. 

After 10 to 15 minutes of drying on the 
face, the mask can be removed. (Diag. 5) 
To loosen it, tilt your head forward and 
scrunch up your face; it should begin to 

~ 
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· peel away from 
your skin. II') 
some cases, 
you may 
have to 
gently 

't. 

Set aside for 24 hours to harden. Use 
some loosely wadded newspaper to sup
port the curves of the mask while· it dries. 
Now switch and follow the above steps for 
the other partner. 

••scs, Beaks and Ears 
(approximately 1 hour) 

After the base mask has hardened for 
a day, you will want to shape it into having 
the facial features of your creature. Dozens 
of materials can be used to make noses, 
beaks and ears. The most accurate features . 
are made by using a template or pattern. 
Using a piece of scrap paper; cut a piece 
for the nose or ear. Don't forget to leave 
tabs for attaching the piece to the mask. 

Now test fit this piece to the mask. (Diag. 
6) When you 

make a de
sign you 
like, cut a fi

nal version 
from heavy 
paper or 

screen wire. 
You can use a ~. 

Materials that work well include paper 
towel and toilet paper rolls and yogurt con
tainers (for muzzles), balloons (for ears, per
haps) and wads of paper towel (for bulg
ing eyes or brows). (Diag. 7) 

In some cases, you will need to extend 
the mask over the forehead to accurately 
place the ears; e.g., on a eat's head. Cover 
your hair with plastic (just your hair; not 
your face!) and tape or tie it in place. Put 
on the original mask and add on to it up 
the forehead and as far back as needed. 
Let the mask dry for 1 0 minutes and re
move from face. Let dry again for 2.4 hours. 

•ccerallnl tile Mask 
(time will vary with detail) 

To paint a mask without using the 
smoothing technique above, seal the mask 
with a paint primer or Gesso (available from 
an art store). After the primer, the finish 
coat can be applied. 

Now your basic mask is done; here is 
where the creative urge can run wild. 

Decorating Suggestions 
•Embed shells and beads in 1 00% model
ing paste. 
•For a lion's mane, latch hook a wig. 
•Use hot glue for attaching wool, other hai~ 
or feathers. 
•Embed lace in mixture of paint and 1 /2 
gel, 1 /2 paste 

The mask may look 
rough when you're 
finished, so you can 
smooth it by apply
ing a coat of 1 /2 
Acrylic Gel Me
dium and 1/2 
Acrylic Modeling 
Paste. Add paint 

materials ~ 
•Use theatrical 

~ 
likemake-
up, wigs and 
hair. 

t7 •Use broom 
strands for 

~. whiskers. 

Have fun!! • 
7. 
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·l;;,, ~' ""' •• _, ....... - --. •• . ,,tlllfttr-..,·~ Adam and Eve. God said to them, " ... umilu et-ha'ertez t'. 
Around every silver v'kivshuha, "" ... replenish the earth and subdue it" (Gen. 1 :28) The rainbow is a sign of If' 

lining there is a cloud. While packing According to Webster's, the English word "subdue" means not the first formal covenant between God • 
up to move to our wonderful new office, we uncovered only "to overpower by superior force," but also "to bring un- and all living creatures. Covenants are by nature 

this illuminatingmidrash. Unfortunately, its author-illuminat- der control by persuasion" and "to soften." The Hebrew word reciprocal, so all three sides have responsibilities to up
ing envewpe seemed to have evaporated. We lwpe that the author kivshuha, too, is used idiomatically in other places in the T~ hold in this agreement. God's part of the contract is never to 
still appreciates its being printed, and will contact us so that we rah, as in, "to 'conquer' a lover." While not perhaps accurate destroy the Earth again, never to stop the seasons from chang
can proper give credit next issue. on the level of p,'shat, or literal transiation, we may still inter- ing regularly, and to give hwnans what they need to survive: 

And YHVH said ... 'Never again will I doom the 
Earth because of humans ... So long. as the Earth 
endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, sum
mer and winter, day and night shall not cease .. .l 
now establish My covenant with you, and your off
spring to come, and with every living thing that is 
with you-birds, cattle, and every wild beast as 
well... 

'I have set My bow in the clouds, and it shall 
serve as a sign of the covenant between Me and 
the Earth.' (Gen.8:21-9:13) 

What comes to mind when you see a rainbow? Some 
see only water drops diffracting visible light, others recall 
the rainbow as part of God's covenant not to destroy the 
Earth with water, a few talk of a pot of gold. We can also 
understand the rainbow as God's reminder to us that we are 
responsible for the continuity of species, all the diverse mul
titude of animals on Earth. This interpretation of the color
ful celestial phenomenon has two parts: hwnans as the in
heritors of responsibility for animals, and the rainbow as the 
splendid memorandum concerning our guardianship. 

The flrst planetary custodial guidelines were given to 

DuE TO POPULAR DEMAND, WE'VE 

ED A IRD TR P! 

TRIP DATEs: JuLY 3-10 
JULY 17-24 

UNE 26- ULY 3 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

CALL 5H0:\1REI ADAMAH AT 

21 -844-81 0. 

Spring 1994 

pretivcly read " ... replenish the earth and subdue it" as an in- the Earth to spread over, and both animals and green herlr 
junction to charm animals, rather than force our will on them. age to eat. Humanity's side of the agreement is to take re

The next time the Torah hints at our role as guardian is sponsibility for animal life, not to eat an animal "with its life
after Adam and Eve eat from the Tree of Knowledge. Adam blood in it," not to kill other humans under penalty of one's 
and Eve hide in the Garden, and the Lord calls out "Where own death, and to "be fertile and increase." The third party, 
are you?" (Gen.3:9) Understanding this question literallywould the other species-birds, animals and creeping things-are 
contradict our notion of an omniscient God, a God that would obligated to teem on the Earth. (Gen.8: 15-9:11) 
not need to ask to discover Adam's physical location. And since Of equal importance in th.e contract are that both ani
nothing that happens in the Torah is haphazard, the query mals and humans sharatz, "teem, • on the planet This im
can hardly be considered rhetorical. Therefore, "Where are plies that we, as th~ stewards, must not grow so numerous 
you?" must be a question on a metaphorical or spiritual level. or powerful that we greatly reduce or extinguish animal life. 
If we view it as a challenge to the newly aware humans to The rainbow is established as a sign of this covenant 
insightfully perceive their position in God's universe, then one "between Me and you, and every living creature and you. .. and 
of the notions we may uncover is a call to stewardship. Me and the Earth. "(Gen.9:12-13) God says that when " ... the 

Our inheritance of responsibilities for animals matured bow appears in the douds, 1 will remember My covenant 
when God told Noah that every living thing on the Earth, in between Me and you and every li~ng creature among all 
the sky and underthewaterwasnow "given into your hand. • flesh, so the waters shall never again become a flood to de
(Gen.9:2) In essence, the fate of each species of animal was stroy all flesh. • (Gen.9:14-15) If God uses the rainbow as a 
now to be determined by humans. We, not God,are to main- reminder to be gentle with the Earth, can humanity do less? 
tain the balance between our needs and those of animals. When we see a rainbow, we are obligated remind our

Regretfully, we, the descendants of Adam and Eve and selves and inspire our children to sanctify and protect life's 
Noah, have forgotten the duties of the guardian. The All-Know- intricate matrix, the intertwined environment that keeps 
ing One, aware of the forgetful nature of humans, understands us all alive. Baruch ata Adonai Eloheynu Me/ech ha-olam osey 
that we need reminders. Is the rainbow one such reminder? ma-asey fJereshit. • 

Shomrei Adamah is looking for an 

Outreach I Education 
Director 

If you have experience in 
Jewish education, · ecological 
education, teaching, organiza
tional development and Jewish 
identity work, please send a 
cover letter stating why you 
want to work for Shomrei 
Adamah, your resume and 
salary requirements to Ellen 
Bernstein at Shomrei Adamah. · 
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